
  

Film Studies
Subject content
In every lesson, you will engage in thoughtful discussions, develop analytical skills and learn how
to develop your own voice in your writing on films. Film Studies has a large practical element in
that you will plan, shoot, and edit your own short film project. We are able to offer you access to
industry-standard equipment in the completion of this task. You will be encouraged to attend the
Film Club enrichment to engage with peers who have similar interests, as well as various film
events, like the Barnsley College X Frontier Sapiens Film Festival. In Year 12 and 13 you will study a
range of films from a variety of backgrounds, including: Hollywood, independent cinema, British
cinema, global cinema, documentary, silent cinema and experimental film. You will produce a
short film, learning the following skills: screenwriting, storyboarding, cinematography, set
dressing, digital editing and post-production editing techniques. As Film Studies is both an
academic essay-based subject and a practical one, there are a variety of subjects well suited to
study alongside. Some common combinations are Media Studies, English Language and Literature
(combined), Art and Design, foreign languages (such as French and Spanish) and Sociology. You
will study a range of films from a variety of different eras and cultures, including silent cinema,
contemporary Hollywood, British cinema and global film movements. This course is an award of
WJEC. Read the course specification [https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies-as-a-
level/#tab_overview] on the WJEC website. 

Learning methods 
Lessons will typically consist of film screenings, lectures, discussions, quizzes, independent
research and essay writing. There is a creative coursework component which allows students to
choose one of the following two options:

Create a short film (1,600-1,800 words) plus a digitally photographed storyboard of a key
section from the film.
Produce a five-minute short film and enhancing your video editing skills using Adobe
Premiere Pro.

An evaluative analysis (1,600-1,800 words) is to be written, reflecting on the finished product. 

Additional entry requirements
GCSE grade 5 or above in English Language or English Literature. 

Assessment
You will sit two 2.5 hour long written exams at the end of Year 13 as well as submitting your short
film of five minutes in length. 

Progression opportunities
This A Level prepares you for further study of Film on either an academic or practical course at
university, after which you can step into the film industry. You will also have developed written
skills applicable to a range of scenarios and the ability to use video editing software.
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Want to apply?

Visit https://www.barnsleysixthformcollege.co.uk/apply to get started
Call us on 01226 216 123
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